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Introduction 

Thanks for purchasing Emotive! 

I’ve had a lot of fun with these cards. The method is based on a marking system I 
developed many years ago, and first published in my effect Farmacology.  

The marking system here is similar, but the effects are vastly different. 

Emotive can be performed as a demonstration of mind reading, body language 
reading, micro expression analysis, or wherever your imagination leads you. 

You can present the cards any way you’d like, I personally describe them as a tool 
counselors use as an exercise in empathy. Use your creativity and come up with 
your own story about the cards. 

During the performance, I like to have the participant imagine themselves in an 
emotional state based on their word, and to visualize a scene based on the word, 
then I describe what they are feeling and what they are visualizing. I’ll explain 
more of this later. 

Emotive is great for a one on one situation. You can have a single participant 
choose one or multiple words. For a larger performance piece, it can be used with 
up to four participants. 

 

Effect 

A participant (or up to four) selects a random characteristic from a set of flash 
cards used for personality assessment. She is asked to put herself into an 
emotional state based on the mentally selected word, and to visualize a scene 
based on the word. 

As the participant visualizes the scene the performer is able to divine certain 
details that the participant is thinking of, and then reveals the exact word they are 
thinking of!  
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Method 

The basic method relies on a dual marking system.  

Before we talk about the markings, let’s look at the words on the fronts. The 
words determine which card we are referring to. 

Card 1 is the card with the word AFFECTION on it.  

Card 2 is the card with the word ECSTASY on it.  

Card 3 is the card with the word INSECURITY on it.  

Card 4 is the card with the word MISERY on it.  

If you hold card 1 with the word AFFECTION at the top, you’ll see that the other 
words on the card are in alphabetical order, counterclockwise. This is the same 
for each card, and all of the 16 words used are in consecutive alphabetical order, 
A through P. This will help you identify the word they are thinking of later, and 
makes remembering the 16 words effortless. 

The cards are subtly marked on the back in two ways. The first marking system 
relies on the four black triangles in the corners. If you look carefully at the back of 
the AFFECTION card, you’ll notice that one of the triangles is slightly larger than 
the others; this will be referred to as the Delta. All of the cards have this feature.  

If you turn the AFFECTION card face down so that the word AFFECTION is still on 
the top edge of the card, the Delta will be in the upper left corner. 

You will use the Delta to identify the starting point of the card. To visualize what I 
mean by starting point you should be looking at the back of one of the cards so 
that the Delta is in the upper left corner, this is the starting point for each of the 
cards. In this position, the word on the face of the card along the top edge will be 
the first word on that card, alphabetically.  

To begin identifying the cards, you must first identify the Delta, and know that it 
dictates the upper edge of the cards. This means that when the cards are on the 
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table, you may need to visually rotate the card in your mind, depending on how 
the card is positioned, to determine where the top edge of the card is. This is 
particularly true if you are facing your participant, rather than sitting or standing 
beside them. This may seem a little confusing right now, but keep reading and it 
will all make sense.  

Once you determine where the Delta is, you’ll know where the first word on the 
face of the card is (the first alphabetically), and therefore you’ll know where all 
the words are located. This means that when the card is placed face down, the 
position of the Delta will indicate the starting point of the words on the face of 
the card as well.  

As mentioned, there is a second marking. This second marking tells you which 
card is which. On the back of each card the 
words Personality Assessment appear four 
times. If you look closely, you’ll see that one 
of the four is printed slightly bolder than the 
others. This bolded set of words will be 
referred to as the Omega. By knowing the 
relationship between the Delta and the 
Omega, you’ll know exactly which word they 
look at. 

If you look at figure 1, you’ll see that the cards 
are oriented so that the Delta is in the upper 

left corner of the cards (the starting point). In the diagram the cards are 
numbered, and the Omega is printed in red for clarity. You can see that card 1 has 
the Omega on the top edge of the card, card 2 has the Omega on the right edge, 
card 3 has the Omega on the bottom edge, and card 4 has the Omega on the left 
edge, which is to say that the Omega travels in a clockwise rotation from card to 
card in relation to the Delta. By identifying the card number, you will obviously 
know which group of words is on the card, since they are alphabetical.  Again, 
Card 1 is the card with the word AFFECTION on it. Card 2 is the card with the 

Figure 1 



Emotive 
 

4 
 

word ECSTASY on it. Card 3 is the card with the word INSECURITY on it. Card 4 is 
the card with the word MISERY on it.  

Because the words are printed alphabetically in a counter-clockwise direction on 
the face of the card, this means that while the card is face down, the words are 
listed alphabetically in a clockwise direction. This makes it extremely easy to know 
the exact word they looked at. Also, because the words are listed alphabetically, it 
is extremely easy to remember the words. 

Figure 2 shows the card backs and faces as one: 

(Note that the words below are shown in the face down orientation) 

 

 

You can see that if the cards are face down on a table, once you know the 
relationship of the Delta and the Omega, you can easily determine which word 
they look at. With a quick glance, you should be able to “mentally orientate” the 

Figure 2 
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card so that the Delta is in the starting point, and then be able to determine 
which card is which, and subsequently which word they peeked, based on the 
relationship between the Delta and the Omega. 

I realize that all of the above may be very confusing when first reading it, but if 
you read it again and try it with the cards in hand, you’ll see that it’s actually quite 
simple. After a few trial runs you’ll get the idea. 
 

The key to ensuring that the participant is only looking at one word at a time is to 
have them peek the word while the card is on the table. There are several ways 
you may go about this, but my preferred method, and probably the fairest, 

simplest and most surefire, is to have the 
participant mix the cards face down in their hands 
or on the table, mixing the order and rotating the 
cards. Then have them spread the cards in a row 
on the table (mixing them further if they’d like), 
then have them peek at one of the words on one 
of the cards (much like a peek in poker or black-
jack) (Fig. 3).  

One the cards are on the table you can have them 
look at just one card or as many cards as you’d like. 
You could even use multiple participants if you’d 
like.  

 

The Reveal 

Once you’ve learned the word (or words) they’ve selected, it is a simple matter to 
reveal the items in an entertaining way. I encourage you to reveal the items in a 
way that best suits your performance style, but the way that I like to do it is as 
follows. 

Figure 3 
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As I mentioned, I like to have them visualize the word, ask them connect with this 
word emotionally, and try to visualize a scenario based on this word. Once I know 
what the word s, it is a simple matter to describe a generic sort of 
scenario/emotional state based on the word. It doesn’t matter if it is spot on, it 
just has to be something that could describe the word they are thinking of, and 
they will make it fit. For example, suppose they selected the word COURAGE. The 
participant puts themselves in an emotional state based on the word, and 
imagines a scenario involving the word. Since I know the word is COURAGE, if I 
describe any general scenario based on the word as follows: 

“I’m starting to get some feelings from you based on your word… This feels like it 
could be something related to an emergency…someone needs your help. At first 
you don’t think you can do it but then you realize that you do have the strength for 
this…can you see this image in your mind? ” 

Simply by asking “can you see this image in your mind?” after you’ve just 
described it, whether or not they were thinking of that image before, they will be 
seeing it in their mind now that you described it, and have to say yes. 

 “I can picture you standing there, watching this emergency unfold, and then you 
come to the rescue…you realize that you do have the courage! What word were 
you visualizing? 

Whether or not the participant was visualizing a scene like that or not doesn’t 
matter, as the participant will of course confirm that the word they are thinking of 
is COURAGE. Also, by using a disclaimer like “this feels like it could be something 
related to…” you’ll have a lot of room for error.  The bonus is that to anyone 
watching it will appear as though the scene you described WAS the participant’s 
imagined scene once they confirm the word. In fact, because your description is 
of a universal nature, it may actually be exactly what the participant was 
envisioning before you described it, or be close enough to have a great impact. 

The above is a crude example of a sample performance, but it should be enough 
to illustrate the principle behind this.  
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Remember, you are asking to form a mental image and an emotional state based 
on a word that you already know! It is now up to you to reveal the information in 
the most deceptive and entertaining way that you can. 

Sample Performance 

A typical performance may sound something like: 

“Taylor, these cards are something like flash cards, they’re used by some 
counselors as an exercise in e I use them a little differently, I’ll show you. 

The cards have different characteristics listed on them that involve certain 
personality traits and emotions. The idea is that using these words we can 
sometimes non-verbally communicate our feelings, and sometimes a little more… 

Mix these cards face down so that no one can know which cards are which. Great, 
now lay them in a row on the table and decide which one you’d like to use, and 
push the others aside. Rotate the card a few times if you’d like and then peek at 
one of the words(demonstrating the “peek” technique by miming with my hands), 
and remember it. Using this word try to visualize some type of scene developing, 
something you could easily describe, and put yourself in an emotional state based 
on what you are visualizing.” 

By this point you will know the exact word they are thinking of, and are ready to 
make the most of it similar to the sample description above using the word 
COURAGE.. Be creative and describe things that will fit the word they peeked at, 
and do so in a way that fits your performance style. 

 

 



Emotive 
 

 
 

Thank you 

Thanks again for purchasing Emotive! I hope you get a lot of use out of it! 

 

Be sure to check out all of the products at: 

 

www.mentalvoyage.com 
and 

 

www.facebook.com/MentalVoyage 


